Tscherim Soobzokov
Richard Breitman
American University
Tscherim Soobzokov served Nazi Germany, Jordan, and the United States in
succession. He worked for the CIA for about seven years (1952-59). Severely injured by
a pipe bomb placed outside his house in Paterson, New Jersey on August 15, 1985, he
died three weeks later. His still unsolved murder was likely connected with his
controversial past, illuminated in his newly declassified CIA file and other related files.
In August 1942 an SS or SD (Security Service) officer with German forces
invading the North Caucasus Mountain region of the Soviet Union recruited Soobzokov.
He then became chief of police in his home town of Tachtamukai and a member of the
Field Gendarmerie. He later mentioned that he was attached to SS troops.' Eventually,
under the pressure of repeated CIA polygraph examinations, he also conceded that he had
participated in an execution commando and had searched North Caucasian villages for
Jews and Komsomol (Young Communist) members.
In 1943-44 Soobzokov recruited reliable Circassians for an SS-sponsored
Caucasian Legion. In early 1945 he received appointment as a first lieutenant in the

Waffen-SS, the military branch of the SS.

'SA John Joseph Reid, Jr. to SAC, Newark, December 5, 1961, National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA), Record Group 65, Classification 105, Box 168, HQ 105-71208-Bulky 13. It
appears that the Waffen-SS Division Wiking was the first German unit to reach the region in which
Tachtamukai was located. Erich Kem, Der grosse Rausch: das Buch der Ostfront (Waiblingen, 1950), 91-
92.

? A German wartime document, a copy of which is in Soobzokov’s CIA file, shows that he was authorized
to search all villages in the area. See attached document. Soobzokov’s admission that his purpose was to
look for Jews and Komsomol members is first mentioned explicitly in a July 19, 1974 memo written by
Soobzokov’s former supervisor in the CIA. The date when Soobzokov admitted it is not clear from the file,
which is incomplete. There are, however, earlier hints of his purpose in Soobzokov’s 1958 Biography of an
Emigrant, a copy of which is also in NARA, RG 263, Soobzokov Name File. The CIA polygraphed
Soobzokov seven times; four of the exam findings survive in this newly declassified file.




With the help of the International Refugee Organization, he and a group of about
200 Circassians emigrated from Italy to Jordan in 1947. Soobzokov worked for a time as
an agricultural engineer for the Iraq Petroleum Company and then for the city of Amman.

The CIA recruited Soobzokov (who was given the codename “Nostril”) in Jordan
as an informant and as a spotter of Circassians who might be sent on missions to infiltrate
the Soviet Caucasus. After he was polygraphed, a CIA official noted in early 1953:
“Subject has consistent and pronounced reactions to all questions regarding war crimes,
and is, no doubt, hiding a number of activities from us on that point.” But “clear
evidence of a war crimes record might also serve as a possible control.”® Given CIA
employment in Jordan for several years, Soobzokov continued to work part-time for the
CIA after he emigrated to the U. S. with his family in June 1955. In August 1958
Soobzokov also began to serve as a source for the FBL*

Another CIA polygraph and debriefing of Soobzokov led a CIA examiner to
determine that he “was an incorrigible fabricator ... who could not afford to tell the
complete truth about his past without seriously jeopardizing his future.” As aresult,
Soobzokov was severed from CIA in January 1960.”

Nonetheless, Soobzokov obtained American citizenship. On Sept. 27, 1960 and
December 6, 1960 the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) asked CIA for any
derogatory information on Soobzokov in its files. CIA responded that they had no

derogatory information on Soobzokov that would preclude his naturalization.®

? Chief of Base, Pullach to Chief, NR, March 19, 1953, NARA, RG 263, Soobzokov Name File

* SAC Newark to Director FBI, Aug. 27, 1958, NARA, RG 65, Classification 105, Box 168.

5 Chief, Interrogation Research Division, CIA, to Chief, Security Support Division, December 14, 1959,
NARA, RG 263, Soobzokov Name File. See attached document excerpt.

¢ He became an American citizen on April 17, 1961. NARA, RG 85, Soobzokov INS File. See attached

document.



During the 1960s accusations that Soobzokov had committed war crimes for the
Nazis emerged from within the faction-ridden Circassian community of northern New
Jersey, but FBI investigators could not obtain solid evidence against him. In 1974
Soobzokov was listed publicly as one of a number of Nazi war criminals in the U. S.
Soobzokov turned to a previous CIA superior for advice and assistance against an
investigation opened by INS. In August 1975 the CIA’s Deputy Director of Operations
wrote the INS that, although the CIA had “unresolved doubts” about Soobzokov, it had
no evidence he was involved in war crimes during his work for the German army, and
“during the seven years he worked for this Agency, Subject did perform useful service in
the United States Government, and ... he did volunteer for extremely hazardous
missions.”’ Soobzokov then counterattacked aggressively, with libel suits against CBS
and the New York Times and a statement of support in the House of Representatives by
Congressman Robert Roe. In June 1976 INS terminated its investigation of him.®

In 1980 the new Office of Special Investigations in the Justice Department
dropped its denaturalization case against Soobzokov after the CIA found in its files a
State Department form on which Soobzokov, in 1952, had listed accurately some (not all)
of his Nazi connections at the time he applied for a visa.” In support of Soobzokov’s

application, however, in 1953 the CIA had sent the State Department one of Soobzokov’s

! Deputy Director for Operations, CIA, to Commissioner, INS, August 1975, NARA, RG 263, Soobzokov
Name File.

¥ Footnote INS file.

® OSI apparently did not believe it could prove that Soobzokov had lied to gain entrance to the U. S. The
CIA copy of the State Department V-30 form, dated August 19, 1952, is in Soobzokov’s CIA name file,
NARA, RG 263.



mendacious versions, according to which he served in the Soviet army, surrendered to the
Germans, and spent the war as a POW.!°

The CIA showed bad judgment in employing and assisting a man who served as
an officer in a criminal organization, admitted having committed some war crimes, and

consistently lied about his past.

10 Deputy Director for Plans, CIA, to Secretary of State, Attention Stanley Smigel, November 16, 1953,
NARA, RG 263, Soobzokov Name File.



R e

- ———

e ot a e S i o kg & B

* .ariachmen'~'b) b0 HIA-As S 7

.-

::‘.""vl:.':r LR T
. T NI E G I PR NI

vranalation. of above document Irom farrman to Zaglish

The Mayor of the area T m e
date 30.12.1042
TAQUTARUKAL - .
PERKTT
P

The Oberloutnant and Chiaf of the Clireassian #iell Police Tscherim
S50BZ0KOYV born on 1.1.1918 in Tachtamimi, Nerth Caucasus is ruthorlized

to seaveh nll villages ln my area.

Authority: Spauinl order from Garman Fleld Command Ho. 548 of 86,12,1942

B/HO. 704/42.

This normlt is valid together with goldier book Mo, 145783 isauad

u3 tho cossandling olflesr of the 33 and 8 Lureau in irasnodar on 15.10x4&¢

Thn MATOT {slpnature) /Chabit/
GYAL

teen + ememmtea = ata mm e mes steestmas s mmote hp—s s am~ramte s ASMmeres - e

Jecretary - (8ignaturs) /Sohaud jan/

Y
.

T R

H
'
i

i
!
t
;
E
{
%
i
7{ .
|
1
i

-



e - - - . e ..
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(Rev. 1- 1559) .
_ UNITED STATES L‘”y"’ART’AENT OF JUSTICE 2201—1;5263
| District o mexgrw &4 Naturalization Service File No.
N ' ) ’ 410083 288 X
Sub-office . o { 98 ) Date Gl
: S A » . December 6, 1960

DIRECTOR, CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
2430 E Street, NW, - . - _ _
Washington, D.C. : ’ i ' : - =

Attention: DEPUTY DIRECTOR, PLANS

. Please fumish any derogatory information that may be contained in your files cénceming the following person.

NAME (Surnome in CAPS, First, Middle) DATE OF BIRTH SEX COLOR MARITAL ~
8/2L/24 Male Can— | S8
PLACE OF BIRTH (City, province or state | PRESENT NATIONAUTY| S[ ] M
&
SOOBZOKQV, TSCHERIM : SSR | Jordan |28 W
ALIASES [Identify moiden nome or nicknomes) PARENTS” NAMES (Include present oddress, if known)
SHOWABZOQA, ABDEL-KARTM :
HEIGHT | WEIGHT EYES HAIR COMPLEXION | IDENTIFYING MARKS OR SCARS
£110® 175 Brown hlack Fair None
RESIOENCE LAST FIVE YEARS {Street & No., RFD, =Ic.)' {City, state and country) FROM 2| 1O
58 No. 3rd St., Paterson, N.J. _ . 19%9 present
L7 Yo, 3rd Ave., Paterson, N.d, - _16/55 1959
PRIOR RESIDENCES, IF AVAILABLE ] T
EMPLOYMENT LAST FIVE YEARS (Employer's nome ond oddress) OCCUPATION OR PROFESSION FROM 7o
Color Plasaicr Co, Yaterson , N.J, worker = ° 5/60
Mutual Iife Ins Co .5 NIT
. -
PRIOR OCCUPATIONS (Not ncluded in obove]
SPOUSE (Full name & any other nomes used, & present oddress, if not some as above} DATE OF BRTH - - BT
K — L : . . 5/27/26 -k
.- : ' PLACE OF BIRTH {City, province or ~ | 7
Hoshma.shlo S : Ussp | dere & coutnh
ORGANIZATIONS (Include any societies, dubs, ete., with which now or previcusly cﬂ‘:hrrrg.\___‘ . ”N,-_m,—c_—j‘ ) .
- . NGO UEROGATORY. k=

K
I o INFORMATION
[ erigr mmf.s A}Kzﬁgsngmgg (b?m‘ o # numerous, et years .~
2 ; when previously in US.} 1.8
PREVIOUS NUMBERS ASSIGNED (Wll! ~S/N; passport; sociol security; FBI; etc., PRE ”OUS q -
P, P [ } -
{-—'ﬂl E"B Tn & "'CJ '_=_; X |denhfy ! D ﬁw%mycngyl}'}m ¥s. i o
REASON FOR REQUEST: Sk PE FEEE e num—n SPEHING - VARIANTS . N
APPLICANT.FOR: {8 ?fggeﬁrgrl:% [ BENEF. PB
] ADM. TO US. iy . [] SPONSOR B #: - FOR RELIEF OF
[ NATZ 2k i
2,
RETURN TO TR . i ~
INVESTIGATIONS . o3 ‘/\l
U.S. Immigration ond Noturalizotion Service . .
VIO, NE ' CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 6) Assisiont Commissionss
wos},mgfm 25,0, C a, AGENCY . . Investigations .
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Commigsionar (COINY) '
A10 083 288
¥ashington, D. C. July 24, 197,

District Director (DIINV)
Bewark, New Jersey

SOOBZOKOV, Tscherim, Alleged Nazi War Criminal
Through Officis] Channels

Tho Subject enpered the United States as a lawful permanent resident

on Juns 28, 1955 at New York, Bevw York. His immigrant visa was issund
by the American Bubassy, Amman, Jordan. It contains a certificates by
an unknown parson attesting to the birth of the Subject in Tachtamikai,
Caucasus, Russia, on January 1, 1918. His birth date is reflscted as
such in his file until 1960 when he petitioned for citizenship. AL that
time it 38 glven as August 24, 1924. :
This difference in birth dates was reported in a neus article in the New
York Daily News on July 15, 1974 by reporter Paul Meskil who also contacted
the Subject and asked him to explain-the differences. The Subject would not
respond to his question.

On several occasions the Subject has contacted this office to ascertain the
progreas of the investigation and to demounce the articles appearing in the
area newspapers. On more than ome occasion he has stated that if the Service

would contact the Central Intelligence Agency all of the questions a
birth date and past activities would be answered. He claims that he been

active with that Agency since 1955. -

As stated previcusly the Subject submitted & form G—135 on Septenber 27, 1960
relative to his petition for ecitizenship. 4 copy of this form was foruwarded
to the C.I,A, but mo response was received. in additional form dated December 6,
1960 was submitted, concerning which, the Agency eontacted the Asgistant District
Director, Washington, D. C. guestioning the reasoa for the request. Thls office
- responded directly to that Agency who returned the Form G-135a stating they had .
no derogatory information cancerning the Subject that would preclude him from
becoming naturalized. 4 copy of each of the foregolng is attached for your
resdy reference.

In view of the high priority placed on this investigation it is requested that
tha Director, Central Intelligence Agency be contacted to determine if their

records concerning the Subject contain any information that could be of assis-
tamce to this Service, and whether or mot it could be made available to us. N

P a4

Jnsistant PRatrict Dlrector, -

JWP/bt
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TO t Chlef, Securlty Support Divisian DATE: 1L Decesmber 1959
AN+ B 74 |
FR¥ 1 Chief, Interrogation Research Diviaica

 SUBJECT: S.F. #7931 . | IRD 25817

BAC!L(IBOJE IHFORHATI 0]

1. &xbje\t ot thia report 13 a thirty—fiva—«y‘ar—old matried. ula,
ma&imorcimssuncrigin,ﬂmhasbmcaunlyumiudbyuus Y
Agenoy since ]952\ ‘l .

2.. Subject was pmvioully pclygraphad o 23 F-bmary 1953; P ‘

25, February:- 19563 13 December 1956;: 2l uguet 19573 17 tober 1957 (by
two different exsminers); ‘and 22-dpril 1958. After the April 1958:poly-"
graph interview (which wak specific in scope and did not tmchon’éuw—
-.tions dealing with Subject'!s bohafides), IRD recosmended.ad thorough de—.
bxzieﬁ.rg of Subject at the ﬁ.rst cppqﬂmxlq. This roconmdntion as
cancurred in by the CI St&ff,gmd consequently ;- msz/bm interrcgation

: apﬁci.ﬂixt | atﬁmtad 1o resclve tl;c diacrepmcios ccnsidin‘ed

toexiat in supject's’ mt::biacranhy . -

_ }"‘“me‘ree:ﬂt. oc tha m/noa debrieﬁ.ng_,ie ccntainod m Attacb-a;t
"A."A A review of this 5K debriefing. by TED. i aclosod n@ugg,ganmli

. ties and certain mcmum mthu-morc, somé of the givan Tacts, .
* were found to bé at variande with knam Soviet reality. This miurm C

,,nadeamtterofmombym thzwzba-emnndxmto the CI’ statf (m
‘tmhmﬂt "B")- : ) ) . . . Srmem i

L. Subject was cmwntl,y,ﬂebria[od and polygraxixed at, ‘A ncvert :ite
- in ®ashingtan, D.C. oa 19 and.20 Movember 1959 aﬂwmatou:
J SR/D(B._ he debriefing was based on a reqiirement, subwo-viea’
by £ _O CI/0A, stipulating.that prior 'to renewing Subject'd. O,

" sabject would pave to clnrl.ry wod uplzin&tiutwtq“la diacrepanci es

evidont in hise mtrobd.cgraph;r me mt.Lra Anterview was conduct.ad m t.ha

Bﬁssim language.

a;

. 1. The mrpoae of the curmt. debrieﬁ.ng was. to remlve the din—
crepancie:f still applrcnt in Subject.'a persanal hiat,axy Although Sub—-
Ject had’ prevxoasly nndu'gme » BENY . inun-qatzl;cna, both with' and tithmt

tne aid of thc polygraph, itm st 1l cvideut, rrom a reviar of nis nu, P

Y
1
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5.F. ‘#19367
1L Decesber 1959

including his latest etraight debriefin; conductéd by SR/DOB in Octeber
1958, that Subject cantimed to fabricate certain parts. of his past. If,
at the completion of this debriefing, the examiner obtairied new pertinent

infcrmation aboat Subject, the latter would then be given a polygraph by
test to clieck out the validity of the newly acquired. infourmatd ca.

2, At the start of the first day's-debriefing, Subject was infomisd
of its (the debriefing!s) purpose. .He was cautioned that a repetitim
of 'his previcus attempts at deception would not'be beneficial to him or
to his future,Subject sald that he fully understoodthe importznce of -
the debriefing sessicn ‘and assured the. examiner thit "not°ce saifigle
word .of untruth® would come frow his lips durdng the cirrent interview. .

3. Subject reiterated his previcusly given reascns for s fabrica-
tions and attempts -at deceptidn. (Noted in IRD #25817 reports dated: =
27 August 1957, ‘paragraph III, sub-paragraph 2L; May 1958, paragraph Ify
sub-paragreph’ 1-)i; SR/DOB debriefing report, dated 22 October 1958, page
16, last paragragh.) However, he strangly emphasized the fact that his
biography, as-given t¢ I~ 7 (SR/DOB debriefing, October 1958), was the
absdlute truth, : -

L. In answer to the questicas of haw he wis able, in the past, to
be 80 consistent in giving a deceitful autcbiograplhyy, subject stated: that
he (iways had an "oitline fori! where the sain points of his false auto-
biography were recorded. Consaquently, whenever he was callsd spon to)
submit facts abaut b{s persgoal history, he waild always refer to tuis
"outline fore® 4nd come up with a consistent(fabricated) autobicgraphy.
Subject was asked' whether he had in his possessicn, this "cutline form.®
He replied in. the negative.- i oy

= Ao

3

5. The entire firat day, 19 November was spent debriefing Subject
on his past in the Soviet Uniou and Germany up to 1945. It became evi~ °

' dent after the first hoir of debriefingithat the information Subject

was contributive (tc the examiner) did not correspend with the infcrma-
tion be gave 1 in the last debriefing. Sihject was allowed to.give
his version ar cach phase of his life., When'he cuocluded each phase,

be wauld be confronted with and questioned about the discrepancies qa-
isting between the infcrmaticn he gave the examiner, and that which he
bad giver L -7 In sowe cases he stated that he lled to =.2. and that
the current versicn was the true onej 1n other instances, wnen confronted
with cenflicting versiaas, he would try to squirm:out of the situation by
attespting tc give an explanaticn for the conflict. This gxplanation was
usually very weak; at times, completely illogical and unconvincing; and,
in cther instances, an‘out=and-out-XYie. v

o



I

R
pAY

S.F. #79367
14 pecember 1959

S

& At thé-conclusian of the £irst day's dsbriefing, after Subject

“iwas confronted with numerous facts which reflacted that his current auto~

- blographical version was in conflict with inforeation previcualy given by

bis, he begged that he be given saue time to think and consolidete his
thoughts and fagts about his past—in fact, he affered to spend the. night
of 19 Noveaber wrig.mg his astcbiography. The sxaxiper agresd and de-
btriefing was terminated, for that-day. o ‘

-7 to refresh his memery. Subject, hawevir, denied that be consulted or
" made r&_{enmceto any *form® to refresh his RARATY, -

RESULTS-OF _THE: INTERVIEN

The following additional infarmaticn, developed ‘during Subject's
garrent debriefing, is set dosn in synopeis form. - An elabcration and
tHe détails relating to .each of the points noted 15 contained in the
*Detaila of the Report® secticm. ; »
<, Subject: admi tted that he was recruited by Oerman Intelligence ”

in 1942 to.wark =s their informer against the Circassians (hds -
E&ﬂ‘peoph)l. = e ,’

b. Subject said he was inatructed by a representative of German
Intelligence, in 1942, to "volunteer” for service with ‘the
835th Circassian Battsliocn so that he could perform his-®in-
formant® duties more’efficiently. CA )

)

e Sabject admitted to current cofrespondence wiin his rolatives

- @and friends, snd with his wife's relatives in USSR (since late
1957). : " )

d. Bubject stated that he was never {n Delostok as he previously -
claimed, but was scmewhere in the Vil'nus Gblast! while serv-
ing his oneryear priscn sentence (fraa 1910 to 1941).

¢. Subject admitted that he falsiried the extent of his educatica.

I

&)
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*std11 attempting deceptidn about his past.

.-of the current debriefing. -~

S.7." #79367
1L December 1959

f. Subject admitted that he was a seml-deserter from the Gersan
: Army for eleven mamths aftar his release from the hospital in
the summer Qf;19h3. . .
g. nor unresalved discrepancies nbted in the."Details of the
Report® section. -

h. Contimued unresdlved discrepancies regarding nis activities |
while under German jurisdiction (W9U3-1915)

CONCLUSION

1. On the basis of current 'dobrl.tring aad ‘polygraph testing, as well
as from observation of Subject!s behavicar during this debriefing, it is
the examinerts opinimn that Subject is an . inccrrigible fabricatar who 13

2. Subject!s explanaticn for initially attempting to falsify and
fabricats part of his sutcbiography to ‘tiie Americans may bave been ori~ -
ginally understandable in light of the existing clrcunmstances, as Suo-
Jeot explained them. It was his desire to increase his (Subject's).
personal stabire and’importance in“the eyes of those (Germans and ‘Ameri-
cans) interested iz utilising.hiw. “Subject aloc wished to maintain can-
tirmity with e previcusly given false autobicgraphical verstm. {to the
Americans in Amuan) so that, h& could immigrate G the United States
{Reference: SR/DOB debriefing, dated Octcber 1958, page 15, paregraph
L6, atdach.mn). However, the above paints cannot- be accepted, at this

time, as reasans’for iy contimied attempts at decepticn to the American

authorities. At present, there is no me left to impress with Sabject!s
no-exdistent stature and capability; Jpedther 1s there any nsvessity to
maintain contdpuity of a fabricated antabicgraphicsl versim to facilie

£

tate his ‘entFance; into the United States: ‘As Subject -himeelf -infarmed

this exmulner, he now realizes; and is convinced, that, Axerican Intelli-
gence 15 interested more in Subject Ta. capabilities thaxsin what Subject
says he can do, Eet, even though Subject isaware of this existing situ-
atioo<in fact, he has realized 1t aince the Anguat 1957 debriefing—and
mows that further fabricaticn will not help his’ case, he persists in

fabricating and atfespting deception about his past during: every session

spent with hin. Be lied during his last two debrlefirg sessime, the )
SR/DOB debriefing in October 1958, and the first day (19 November 1959) °

s

3. If subject does not have the capacity or the inclingtion to re-

late only the unvarnished truth about himself and his past, and j,r;bn

S,
N
[
=
|

m\



-Date of Birth - 2k Angust 192L

S.F. #19367

L Decenber 1959

cantimues to falsify ar:® fabricate about his past, then possibly a re=
appraisal of Subject should be camaidered prior to utiliring him in the
futare.

k. The examiner can mly drar cns final corclusion sbcut Subject
ard his unceasing deceitful attempts during interrogation. The reasm
why Sabject 15 contimuing deception about his background must be so im-
portant and pertinent to SubjJect's welfare that he carnot afford to
tell the complete truth about nis past withcut mimsly Jeopudixing
his future.

S« No i‘urbher polygrapi testing of fubject iz recamsnded. The.
current polygraph testing was attempted cnly because Sabject gave ad-
ditional data which heretofard he hed not divulged. However, after
palygraph testing, it is still evident that Bubject is practicing de—
cepticn,

DETAILS OF THE BEPRT

" 1. Informaticn cbtained during :the debrieﬁng of Subject 1s set
forth in the same order as received fraa -Subjest vith particular refer-
eace to -the discrepancies as they were uncovered. ' Ta further underline
the extent of Suhject's fabdcationa, these false versions are reported
in chronalogical order, in a.sidéby-elde coamparztive.fam-=i.e., the
cm:rantnrtim,thichiu sapposed to be the unvamished truth, as com—
pared to the former versions (specifically-the SE/DUB, Octcber 1958
versicn), as wall as other earlier statements made by Subject to his
detriefers. :

DEBRIEFI NG oa ls'uwmm 1959
Saia 's Current Version
- Tacherim Lo - Seme infarmation oao all other de-

Sngoct's Previais Versions

' m;m has & Jordardan passport briefings.

widch lists his nsme ao Abdel Xarim .
SHOWABZOQA (HR~IRD), K/A Techerim -

and st 1957 Debrief-
8 — 2] Augusi
ALl debriefings prior to Auguat

O



